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2 Sam. 20. 18. The were sy nite acne to fpeak . 3n old time, 
faying, They hhait iurely ask conenfel at Abel: and 
fothey ended the matter, 

Prov. 13. 10- Only by Pride. cometh Contention : put 
with the well advifed is wifdom: 

Pro.24 6.1n the multitude of counfellous there is fifey, 


See 
| BO STO . N. E. Brinted by B. Green, for 
_ iD. Henchmamy and Sofa at fly Shop. 172 
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To thee READER. 
Tis known to thofe few in the World, who 
I have any knowledge of fo obfcure & incon: 
Mm. fiderable a Perfon as lam, sharin my Fudg- 
ment Lam for the Congregational Church-Dit= 
cipline,es it 7s in rhe New-Enpland Platform 
declared. Which as ro Abatement unto my great 
Eftcem & Honour.for our Brerbren of the Pref- 
byterian Pefwafion , among whom I know,rhere 
bave been as Pious and Learned Perfons, not 
only im England €7 Scotland but e/fo in Hol: 
land, France, Geneva,& Switzerland,€7 ¢/, Ge 
where,as any whom the World bath kaownWhen 
the Divine Providence ordléréd my Refiding at 
London for about Four Lears,t did my wtmoft to 
promote an UNION between thofe of the Pref 
byterian & Congregational Perfiafion ; and 
have received Thanks from the moft Eminent 
of them, for thofe my Endeavours, which thro. 
the Biefing of GOD, were nor without Success. 
They bave been fince known by ite Name of, 
United Brethren.Buz Iam farfrom Approving 
Morellianifm,or Brownifm,or Independency, 
which 7s difcleimed, not only by our Renowned 
Hooker, but a/fo iz our Platform of Church- 
Difcipline. Aly declaring for the Necifive 
Power of Councils,és mor upona Notion lately 
| Lfpoufed by me, my Learned Tutor My.N orton, 
| from whom I received Principles of Truth in my 
Tush, not to be Sorgotten in Old Age, bas “Fudi- 
cioufly handled that Queftion in bis Anficr to 
: ties Lake Apol- 





| To the Reaner. | 
Apollonius, Dutch Prefbyterian, Dr.Hotn« 
beck, fometimes afamous Profeffor in Leyden, 
&tves the preference to thar Book,unto any thit 
be had feen Written in Defence of the Congre- 
Zational Difcipline. . 

TY advance nothing in the following Papers but 
what I beve afferted many Years ago; particu- 
larly, ia; The Firft Principles of New-Eng- 

land Written Fifty Years Since 5. And in my ,Or- 
der of the Gofpel,Printed,both in Bofton and 


at London, Twenty Years Since, I handled that 


 Quefticn, Whether there ought not tobe an 


Agreement, that Matters of Importance, Pz. 


uculerly, the Ordaining, the De pofing,end the 


/ Tranflating.of Paltor, jhould be with @ 
~~ €ommonConfent ? I zbere fhew,thar it was Soy. 
atthe Next Age to the Apoftles,and thatCyprian 


‘afures ws,it was foin the Churches of Africa. 

- {twas at the Defive of My Brethren, feveral Miniflers in 
- Botton, that I fee my Name alone to this Teftimony ; in 
the Compoling E9 Approving whercof, there weve move hands 
tban mine. Lay, My Brethren, and not, My Sons, tho’ I 
in the Natural Father to the Eldeft of them; and in fome 
Senfe a Father to the Two Next Eldeft of them, who were 
My Academical Children, when Students at the College Thirty 
ears aga. I vefoyce rhat Ihave fuch Brethren, and that 
when Tam ju going out of the World, I foal Leave Mini. 


Bers in Bolton, who, J trujt, will defend the Chuehes, when 


fall Sleep with my Fathers. 


Miy cur Lord JESUS CHRIST walk flillin the widft of 


is Golden Candleicks, and hold the Stars in His Righe 
ilind, and caufe us to Remember whence we are fatlen, and 


2? do the Fifl Works. eee . ; 
_ Bxfton, March sft. 1920, INGREASE MATHER, 








A Seafonable 


TESTIMONY 


To Good Order in the CuurcHe_s. of 
the Fairhful. 


wen by Several Minifters of ibe Gofpel 
a ey wz BOSTON, 


T appears a Duty incumbent on us, — 
whom the Hand of the Glorious 
Lorp that is the King of Zion, hath 
Placed as Paffors and Watchmen of 
Churches in a City fet upon an Hill, 
to Publifh unto the World, and leave with 
the Churches throughout the Country, a 


_ Cefltmony, relating to the Order of rhe 


Gofpel: And Expretling, ( that fo they 
whom we addrefs, may the more fuitably 
Receive the Teftimony): the Sentiments of 
eur Syrods, and of fuch-Divines as have been 
in fome Sort Mafler-builders among thofe 
by whom our Churches have been Eulified - 
whole Thoughts cannot but Challenge a 

\areat 





peer} 
Great Attention, from thofe to whom.Gop 
LsVehwe cokColom aol seem aelome Geblearteslaniccmes ais Col telttel,] 


Iumination. The Defign of our prefent’ | 


ACtion being partly to do a Juftice unto the 
Reputation of Churches, the Managements 
- as well as Minifters whereof fhould be she 
Glory of CHRIST, and partly, to make an 


offer of what may be-of fome ufe, to direét 


- their Steps on recurring Occafions that may 
arife of no little Confeéguence to their Tran- 


~. quillity; we may Comfortably Ask and 


. Hope for the Blefling of Heaven upon it. 


: : : Lk Tue firft Cafe that at this Time calls 


~ for our. Confideration, is, The Releafe of a 


Paftor from the Solemn Charge cf’ a Congrega- - 


tion which-be bas taken uponbim. Upon this 
_ there-have beeh once and again Publifhed, 
fome Wererminations, which have been En- 
-tertained without. Exception in our Chur- 
_ ches; From whence, ( without Repeating 
~ the Caufes of a Removal there allowed of ) 


we tranfcribe thefe words, as Expreflive of 


what we would have ever to be thought 
upon. [Thirty Cafes. © A Paflor fettled 
"inthe Service of a People, is to be fo fenfi- 


‘ble of his Defignation by the Spirit & Pro- 


~ © vidence of the Lord JESUS CHRIST for 
© that Service, and of the Accown?’ that he 


‘muft | 





[3] 
‘muft give unto Gon about his Behaviour 
in it, that his Removal muft not be rafhly 
‘attempted, but with much Confideration, 
‘Confultation, Supplication, and Sincere 
* Defire to follow the Condudé of Heaven in 
‘it, The Frowns of Cov ufe to follow Re- 
“ moves, that have not fo been Regulated, 
Again * That the wi//of our Lord about the 
* Removal of any Paftor from his People may 
‘ be underftood, it is requifite, that the Mi- 
‘ nifter donotentirely Affume to bimfel}, the 
* Judgment of his, own Call to Remove, but 
‘ aGreat Regard muft be had unto the Di« 
€ re€tion of the Churches of our Lord, in the 
‘Neighbourhood. Ozce more. If much of 
§ Scanda? will certainly enfue upon the Re- 
‘moval of a Paffor from his People, That fhould. 
“weigh down many Circumftances. that 
© would rather invite it.’ Azd, It becomes 
‘notany Minifter, to Seek bis own Tranfla- 
© zion, by firft. offering himfelf unto it, 
It is accordingly our Apprehenfion, that 


Much a Kemoval ought ftill to be attended, at 
_ Leaft with Two Qualifications to Legitimate 
it, and render it Inoffenfive unto the Chur- 


Ches of Gop. rahe 
Firft. Ir is requifite, that the Reafons of. 
the Removal be laid before Authentick Fudges x 
even fuch as may bemoft likely to pafs E. 
he : m- 


ee a 





3 [4] | 
Ympartial Fudgment upon them, and by thefe 
be pronounced fuch, that the Removal there- 
-upon may be Juftly & Wifely proceeded in. 
And, where it can be obtained, we think, 
that nothing lefs than a Council of Churches 
- in the Neighbourhood fhould have the Mat- 

‘ter laid before them. For,if fucha Counei/, 
be according to the Order and Praétice, of 
- thefe- Churches, always Convened, for the 
Ordaining of a Paftor,it {tands to Reafon,that 


‘there fhould as much be requifite for his 


Removing ; it being, as it was by avery con- 


ae fiderable Number of Eminent Divines ona 


Great Occafion in thefe Churches once pro- 


ee nounced, A very confiderable At? of the Kingly 


~ Government Exercifed by our Lord FESU S$ 
“CHRIST, in His Churches. Accordingly, 

2 General Syzod, inthe Year 1662. have de- 
‘termined, That the Tvanflation of a Paftor, is 


9 Point, wherein the Communion of Churches 
~ ¥s to be Exercifed 5 and the chief way of . 


~~ Communion there Propounded, is Exprefsly 
‘that of Councils. And certainly fo Important 
an Afiair will demand fuch a Cogmifance. 
Wherefore, Ifa Minifter be upon a Removal 
from his Flook, efpecially when there ate 


no fufficient Caufes Evident for it, and the — 


Flock Earneftly Propound and Requeft, that 
Line may. be laid before a Council of the 
a thing may be | as 


“Imparted unto you, not the Gofpel of GOD on: 
‘ x Ao RB : 


| [5 J 
Neighbour-Churches, but he refufe it ; ic - 
may be feared, that it isan Hour of Tempta- 
tion with him, and that his Way 7 not Right 
before the Lorp. Ay 

Secondly. If is requifite, that the Reg- 
fons be found fuch as are Confiftent with the 
Solemn Vow, which a Perfoh who receives the 
Paftoral Charge of aChurch, makes unto our 
GloriovsLorp, for the faithful Difcharge of 
his Miniftry, and the Labour & Patience o€ 
One that mult g7ve upan Accoznt untoHim; 
and Confiftent with the fervent Love, which | 
One that has the Pafforal Charge ofa Church, 
ought to bear unto his Flock ; having them 
in bis Heart, as the Servant of Gop {peaks, 
To Die and to Live with them. Very Plain 
are the Dire@ions of that Word, which they 
Preach untoothers ; [| A&.XX.28. ] To bave 
regard unto all the Flock, untowbich the Holy 
Spirit bas made themOverfeers,2 feed aChurih 
of GOD, which He bas purchafed with His own 
Blood. And,[{ 1 Pet.V.2.] To-feed the flock 
of GO D, taking the Overfight thereof, not by 
Confiraint, but willingly, and with a. Ready. 
Mind., Andaccording hereunto, there can 


_be nothing more fuitable for them, than 
that Language; [1 Thef. I1.8.] Being affetii- 


onately defirous of you, we were willing 16 bave 


dy, 
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~< -ago, declared in thefe Terms. - 


“© Chufe their own. Paftors, - : 
“which have Recoveréd this Rigbt from the | 
* Oppreffion of Man, under which many Chur- 


fe] 


oly, but alfo our oton Souls, becaufe ye were dear 


gladly fpend,and be {pent for you, tho’ ibe more 


abundantly I love you.tbe ifs Lam loved of you. — 
~Moit certainly, No Views that are of a meer | 


Carnal Tendency, may operate in fuch acon- 
cetn asthis, where the flaming Fyes of an 
bleart-fearching Lorn, who. walks in the 
~Midft of His Churches, will with an Holy 
~Difpleafure obferve them. Nor may the 


_ Churches have Srambling-blocks laid before - 
them, to tempt them unto Hard or Mean 


Thoughts of the Miniftry from whence they 


: “Expett the Word'of Trath, and the Gofpel af 


-aheir Salvation. 


II. Avorwer Cafe that calls for our: 


> Confideration, is; How the Right of a Particu- 


lar Church to Chufe their own Paflor, w to be 


_ Exercifed. - Now herein we for ever adhere . 


“to the Sentiments,which we have fome Years 


.* Chriftians Affociated for all the Ordinances 
of the Gofpel, are a CHURCH of our Glo- 
- ©sious LORD, which have among other 
« precious Privileges, a Right from HIM, To 


‘ches 


And, { 2 Cor, XIL5.] I will very | 


«A Body of | 


The Churches | 





CTJ 
‘ches of the Reformation are to this' day 
“ groaning, ought to keep rhe Precepts and 
¢ the Favours of the Lord,and not eafily part 
‘with what He has given them. NEVER- 
‘THELESS, A Church in the Exercife of: 
* this Right, ought in all poflible Ways con- 
‘fiftent therewithal, to confult the Edifica- 
‘ tion and Satisfattion of their Neighbours ; 
‘Efpecially thofe, on whofe Affiftance to 
‘carry ontheir Affairs,they may have much 
‘Dependence. The Church ought fo to 
“Manage their Choice, that if the Neigh- 
“ bours have any juft Diffatisfaction, all the 
“ Refpect required by Scripture and Reafon, 


-¢ and Gratitude, may be paid unto it. 


And long before this Inftrument, which 
was given fome Years ago, it was declared 
inthe well-known, Thirty Cafes; ‘That a 
‘ Particular Church owing a Great Regard 
‘unto the Church Oarholick, in the ufing of 
‘its own Right, isbound to Confult the Sa- 
¢ tisfaction and Edification of Orbers, in their 
‘ Election of aPaftor, And, That Churches 
‘ in their E/eltion of a Paftor, are to confider 
* the Benefit of A// that are to be his Hea7- 
‘ evs, and more particularly the Concurrence 
‘of fuch, as are by the Covenant and Ap- 


| © pointment of Gon, under the Church-Watch 
| ‘among thei. 


And, That Churches may 
B2 ‘ fufter 
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a ~ Church, which are Earneftly fet againft the 
Choice, which a Major part {hall make of a. 


©fuffer their EleZions to be Direffed, yea, 
“and be Diverted, by Confiderations, which 
‘they owe to others in the Vicinity, without 

_ *Surrendring their Liberties to be Smothe- 

“red by any that would unjuftly Impofe 
_. © thereupon. 


Untothis, we now -add our further De- 
-¢laration, That a Church may be guilty of 
doing what is very Wrong, if they ufe the 
Right which they-claim,in fuch a way, as to 
“forget thofe Indifpenfable Maxims of our 


SAVIOUR. [Rom.XIV.19.] Let w follow rhe 
-.. things that make for Peace; things wherewith 
~ one may edify another, And,{ 2 Cor.XII.26. ] 

- Let all Things be done to Edifying. And, | 
ErPet.V. 5. Al of you be fubjeti one to. 


~ another, And,{ Phil. II. 3. Lez nothing be 
done tbrough firife , but in lowlincfs of Mind, 
_ det each esteem other better than themfelves. 
And therefore, if they bea Minor part of the 


— Pafior 5 but this Minor part are confiderable 
_¥or Number, and~ behave themfelves as 
 Tratichle Chriftiens, willing to have their 
cafe determin’d by proper Judges, and have 


fuch a Plea of Confcience for their Diffent, | 


that it appears they cannot without Sin,un- 


. may concern. 


der. | - 
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der their prefent Apprehenfions, Acquiefce 
in the Choice, and the Confequences of it, 
the Church ought now to do aorhing Rafbly, 
but with convenient Paufes, and with all 
due Methods for Satisfaction, Wazr until it 
fhall pleafe Gon, that the Diffatistyed Bre- 
thren {hall have no caufe to Complain of an — 
Oppreffion uponthem; Efpecially, when the 
condition of a Church, may be fach, that 
their Immediate Proceeding unto a Settlement 
fhall not be abfolutely Neceflary. 


III. <A Third Cafe calling for our Con- 
fideration, is, The Power of Councils, and the 
Refpeté which particular Churches and Perfons 
owe unte them. Now our Plaform does. in 
Exprefs Terms affert, That Syzods orderly 
afjembled,are an Ordinance of CHRIST, and 
many times neceffary to the well-being of Chur- 
ches, for the Eftablifhment of Truth and Peace 
therein, (ch. 16. §.1. | And, That whex any 
Charch wants Light or Peace among themfelves, 
Churches ought to meet together by their E!- 


‘ders and other Meffengers,in a Synod, to con- 


fider the Point in Doubt or Difference, and ba- 
ing found out the way of Truth and Peace, to 
commend the fame unto the Churches whom it 
toch. 99.°§.-29 J-oAnd ‘more 
particularly, Poue Neighbour-Churches are # 





a [ 10 J 

be advifed withal, and their Help ufed, when 
Paftors. are to be tried and chofen, { ch. 8. 
~ §. 8. ] And a General Synod of our Chur- 
ches, 1662, has diretted; Thar churches do 


-- feek and accept Help from, and give Help to, 
eachother, in Matters of more than ordinary 


Importance, as Ordination, Tranflation, and 


- Depofition of Elders, and fuch like. Agrecably 


to Which, the Law of the Colony once re- 


--, guired,the Approbation of Three or Four cbur- 


shes, to every Ordination. And thofe Di- 


~ =. wines who have Scemed to be ‘illars in the 
~* Revived’ Congregational Difcipline e{poufed 


“by our Churches, have generally exprefied 


eee the fame concern, that the Ufage & Honour 


of Ecclefiaftical Councils, might be Maintai- 


= - ned. The Synod at the Savoy, Earneftly - 
» afferts, Thar it 7 according to the Mind of 


CHRIST that Churches holding Communion 


_”. together, do by their Meffengers Meet in a Sy- 
mod, or Council, to confider and give Advice,--- 


{ Thef. 26. ] On fuch occafions as the 
_ Churches in this Country have alfo thought 
- proper to come under fuch a Cognifance. 


a The famous Apologifis, (Dr.T. Goodwyn, Mr. 


Nye, Mr.Simpfon,Mr. Buxroughs,Mr.Bridge, ) 


“p. 16. &c. affert an Obligation hereunto, | 


‘in the vommon Law of Communion of Churches. 


i _ Yea: they profeis, they look upon itas the 
ae eae "mmo 


moft 





Se 0 ae 
moftto be abborred Maxim,and tbe moft Contra- 
ditiory ani Difbonourable to Chriftianity, that 
a Single and Particular Society of Men jrofes- 
fing the Name of Gbrifi, and pretending to be 
Endowed with power JromChrift, fould arrogate 
unto. themfelves an Exemption from giving an 
Account, or being cenfurable by Neighbour- 
Churches about them, Sofar ( fay thefe Su- 
pereminent Divines of the Congregational 
Way ) were cur Fudg ments from tbat 1N DE- 
PENDENT Liberty, which bas been 1m pu 


zed tous. Dy. Ames Maintains, That as the 


Right of calling an Ordinary Minifler, is in 


_. the Church, ubich be is to Serve, fo, that Mat- 


ters of Great Weight fhould be managed as . 
much as may be, with the Confent of Parti- 
cular Churches, confederated in Synods, . 
{, Med. 1.1. €. 39.55, 27,20; 32.36. } And, 
The Elders of New-England,in their Anfwer 
to the XXXiLQueftions, p. 64. profefs thei» 


-Entire.Confent with Dr. Aves. 27...Mr. 
Burroughs, in his Irenicum, fays, | p. 43. ] 


‘Thofe in the Congregational Way ac- 
* knowledge, that they are bound inCon- 
‘fcience, togive Account of their Ways, to 
“Churches about them : And that Syaods 
“are an Ordinance of Jefus Chrift, for the 
‘helping of the Church againft Errors, 


_ {Schifms, and Scandals, And that thefe 


_*Synods 





a [12 ] | 
¢ Synols may, by the Power they have from 
‘« Chrift, Admonilh Men ot Churches in His 
«Name,when they feeEvils continuing in, or 


_“€growing upon theChurch. Yea. They may oy 


«aSolemn Ain the Name of Jefus Chrift, 
~“zefufe any further Communion with them 
“until they: Repent. Mr. Cottons Bock of, 
~ The Keys has all along been of high Account 
in theChurches of thisCountry ; And in thae 
‘Book, (as well as inthe Prelace to it Writ- 
ten by Dr. Goodwin,) there is a full Tefti- 


= ‘mony born, to the Intereft which Councils 


‘ought to have.im ordering the-A frairs of Con- 
fociated Churches, Ut is more patticularly 
“faid, “That it isan boly Ordinance of CHRIST, 
© fox Particular Churches to joyn together,in 
-q Confociation ameng themfelves, toad- 
¢ minifter their Church-afkairs, which are of 
“Weighty & Dificylt © common concernment, 


“not without common confultation,and con- . 


~- €fent, of other Churches about them. Now 
¢ @hurch-aflairs of Weighty and Difficult, 

-. and common conternment, we account to 
he, the Eletfiom and Ordinaircn of Elders, 
© Excommunication of an Bider, or any terfon 


“ of rublick Note, =--‘and Employment ; the | 


¢ Tranflation sie Elder from one Church to 
© another. :. Hooker's Survey, ( Preface, 


“is 


p. 11.) obferves, Confociation of Churches — | 





[13] 
‘is not only lawful, but in fome cafes necef- 
‘ceflary. When caufes are difficult g parti- 
‘cular Churches want light and help, they 
* fhould crave the affiftance of fuch a-confo- 
“ciation. Churches fo meeting, have right 
* to counfel, rebuke,€%c. as the cafe doth re- 
* quire. Incafe any particular Chutch fhall 
“walk pertinacioufly,either in the profeffion 
“of Error, or finful praftice, and will not 
* hear their counfel,they may and fhould fe- 
‘nounce the right hand of fellowfhip with 


“them. Dr.Owen,in feveral of his Treatifes 


does advance Pofitions of the fame Afpett on 
the Neceflity & Authority of Regular Con- 


_ ¢ils, for the welfare of particular Churches, 


In one of his former, { Catech. p. 224. The 
fays, ‘Churches ought to preferve a Mutual 
‘Holy communion,and Exercife it in making 
« ufe of the Advice of one another, And in 
«cafe any Church piveoffence to other Chur- 
“ches, other Churches: may require an Ac- 
‘count from them, Admonifh thet of their 
“Faults,& withold Communion from them, 
“in cafe they perfift in the Error of their way , 


“and that becaufe in their Difficulties, and 


“ before their Mifcarriages they were bound 
“to lave defired the Advice of other Chur, 
“ches ; which being rleglefted by them, the 
£ othér are to recover the End of it unto the 





a es C a4] 
“acmolbot, their Abjlity. 7 Thus Dr. Owen, 
And jnoue of his laft,he-has,thefeMemorable 
words! |) Natof Church, part.2. p..251, | 
“ No.Ghurch is fo Independent, as that it can 
* always,iaad in all cafes obferve the, Duties 
_ “it owesunto the.Lord CHRIST, and the 
> § Ghanch Cusbelick, by all thofe Powers,which 
“itis able to a& in itfelfdiftindly without 
* ConjunGion with others. And the Church 
s. that comfines-its, Duty punto the Aés of its 
otal: Affewblies, eats.it felf off from the Ex- 
© serna}Communion-ofthe. Church Caiholick: 
oe ‘ nor wihl.it-be fafe for.any Man to commit 
- the conduct of hisSoul,to fiech a Church: 
“< ” Every ifpnticwler, Chiesh, which Extends not 


aoe its Duty, beyoadsits ewan ~Aflemblies and 


-_*Members;;is fallen off from the principal 

-{ Enad-efits Inftiturion, And, every Principle, 
“Opinion, or Perfwafion, that inclines-any 

. . Gharch-to.contine its€are & Duty unto its 
‘own Edification only sion is Schéfmasical. 

But Credbas been the, Army of themthat have 


<a 


» Pablifved SachTruths ast heteywhereofifome- 


. thing maybe, further, feen:in, The firft -Prin- 


ciples of Nem: England, Printed in the Xear 


4675, oUnto, all whicghwe;may add, what 


Gur eclebratedNortonshas in hisLoff Sexwens; 


Particularly, (that paflage; ‘Let usacknow- 


“heage the Order of the Elderfhip in,'-our 


‘Churches, 


[P11] | 

& 
‘Churches, in their Way, and-the Order of 
* Councils in their Way, duely back’d & En-- 
“couraged ; without:-which,EXxperience will 


“witnefs that thefe Churches cafinot long 


“ confift. Nor are the words of the worthy 
Mz. Samuel Danforth; (once Paftor of Roxbu- 
ry,)in his Election-Sermon,in the Year3670. 
unworthy to be recited. ‘In onr-Firft!and 
‘Belt Times, what Pious Care-.waé! there 
“of Sifter Churches, --- that imthofe ‘that; 
‘wanted Peace, their Diffenfions might:be, 
‘healed 2 What Readinefs wasntHere in: 
* thofe Days to call-for the Help of Neigh-> — 
“bour Elders & Brethren, in cafe of any Dif-- 
‘ ference or Divifion that could not be lrealed- 
“at home? What Reverence was there then: 
‘ of the Sentence of a Council, as. being Dect 
© crve, and iffuing the Controverfy ? -Accor-: - 
‘ding to that Ancient Proverbial faying, 
“ They fhail furely-ask Counfel at Abel, and fo 
“they Eanded-rhe Matter... oS o.8' \ 
From whence; it. will follow-Thatifiany! 
of our Churches. prefume ro. Tranfa@ their 
more Weighty Affairs, and fuch> as are of 2 
Common Concern tothe. Churches in their 


Neighbourhood, with .aContempr: of fuch’ 


Councils of them as ought to be advifed with+ 
als or,if they fhall upon grievous Differences 
arifen among theth, refufe the Advice of 

nih 2 _ thofe 





: “Lysr] 
thofe who utge them to make ufe of the Re- 
medy, which the want. of Light & Peace a- 
mong them calleth for: and much more, if 
“they fhall proceed in Matters after the 
Neighbouring Churches have fignified, that 
they cannot countenance their proceedings ; 
_ thofe Churches will be far from Exprething 
the Wifdom which is with the well-advifed 
and will greatly Sin againft the Second and 
Third Gommandment ; and will practically 


“---go-too far towards Excluding themfelves 


- from Communion with the Churches of the’ 

_ Faithful. Indeed, the more Councils & Sy- 

nods ate difregarded & flighted, fo much the 

- mote diforder and confufion will-(we fear ) 

- gtow & prevail in all the Churches in the 

~ Country 5 which Gon of bis Infinite Mercy 
“* sprevent. ae 


TV, Concernine the Cafe of Reinftal- 
ding aTranflated Paffor, which may alfo call 
. for tome Confideration ; we need only Re- 
_ port,what has been the Praffice,of our Chur- 
_ thes, in thofevery Few Evemplrs, that have 
been moft generally approved of. The Paftor 


having been ( with the Advice of a Coumci/)~ 


- Regularly Rel/eafed, and then Difmiffed,from 
the Church whereto he has been Related, the 
‘Church, Whereto he has been upon a Tranf 

Bait Ste eee Plates 


and in Order. 


£17) 
lation, have fent unto the Neighbour-Chur- 
ches, to come and countenance his Jnftal- 


‘ment,asthey dofor an ordinary Ordination, 


The Inftalment has been with all the Cir- 
cumftances & Solemnities of an Ordination. 
Only, the Impofition of Hands, (which for- 


erly was Renewed on fuch Occafions ; Not 


as a Re-Ordination to the Miniftry, but as a 
Difignation to the Charge of the Particular 
Fleck :) has been laid) afide of Latter time, 
in a Compliance with the Confcientious In- 
difpofition to it, in fome worthy Minifters ar- 
riving from Foreign Parts among us, and in- 
vited into the PaftoralCare of our Churches, 
But yet a Charge has been ufed tobe given . 
by the Moderator,for the faithful Difcharge 


of his Miniftry, 27 zbis Places and fuirable 


Prayers accompany’d it; unto which has 
been added, The Right Hand of Fellowfhip, 
from the Churches. And indeed, All fuch 
Things ought for ever to be done Decently 

And as we hear, Unbiaffed 
Strangers coming among us, have fometimes 
confefled, That rhe moft Solemn Aétions ghey 
have ever feen in their Lives, bave been the. 
Ordinations ir the Churches of New-England ; 
fo we cannot but with, that they may never 
lofe any thing of their Solemnity. 


Te. 





[18 ] 

-To which end we find reafon alfo to add: 
our Teftimony again{t all Indecency and Ir- 
regularity in the Management of a Publick 
— Diffent from and Oppofition unto the Ordina- 
tion or Inftalment of a Paftor over aFlock,, 
whenfoever there may be Occafion for fo, 
- _Melancholly an Adiion, which rarely: hap- 

“pens. Weacknowledge the Righz that every 
~ Chriftian hasjand much more,that any Num- 
ber of aggreived Brethren have,in an order- 


~ Jy Manner to object and declare againft the 


Ordination of a Minifter, or his Induftion 


into the Paftoral Office- over a Particular 


~~. Flock, when.they apprehend Sufficient Rea- 


fons for doing fo. But then Chriftianity 
. > gequires that this be done, when itbecomes - 


_ -neceflary, with much. Modefty & Calmnefs, 
-- Meeknefs and Gravity, Wifdom and Seriouf- 
~nefS ; and not with aNoife, Wrath & Bit« 
rernefs, Difagreeable to fuch aSolemnity. 


-. - Wherefore alfo, every Church ought very 


Carefully to avoid all Provocations, that 


~gnay have aTendency to drive things unto — 


~-fuch Extremities, and therefore Seafonably 
-to Hear, and duely to Confider, what the 
- .Diffatisfied may have to offer. | 


Fin aby 5 We know not what Irregu- 


‘darities may come to be committed in any 
eke or 


L419 | ) 
of our Churches, as Days of Temptation, and 
of Defedfion, may grow upon us. The Cafe 
may fo happen, | with Sed. Refletfion may 
we fay fo! } that Churches may with much 
-Temerity,Rejea@ the Advice of Other Chur- 
cches,and carry on their Affairs with fo much 
sDiforder:and»Confufion, as may open the 
Floodgates for a Torrent of Strife and Sin 
to break in; and:much Damage arife to the 
KingdomofGop. Inthis Deplorable Cafe, 
there is an awful Proceedure directed in 
our Platform, | ch.15.§.2. ] If a Church be 
Rent with Divifions among themfelves, or ly 
under any Open Scandal, aud yet refufe to 
Confult with otber Churches, for bealing or re- - 
moving of the fame,itis Matter of juft Offence, 
both to the Lord FJ ESUS, and to-ovber:Chut- 
ches. ——\ And rhérefore the State of fuck a 


<Ghurch calleth aloud upon otber Churches, to 


Exercife a fuller Att of Brotherly Communion ; 
to wit, By way of Admonition,—— And, If fiill 


_the Offending Church continue in Obftinacy and 


Impenitency, —— and if they bear not the Sy- 
nod,—the Synod. baying declared them to be 
Obftinate, Pagticulgr Clurches, ~~ are to de- 
clare the Scatence of Non-Communion re- 
Spettively concerning them. And tho’ for 
fome fpecial Reafons, in fuch a Day, it ay 

- 











’ , 1 ‘ g 
7 A J “ 
¢ May i 
\ i} 
4 } 
fi 
* 
n bv ‘ 
4 za) x 
‘ a! i 
eh 
< } 
r / 4 
vin % ~ 
\ ‘ f 
uty" J 





ee ie Sele 
fo fall out, that the Churches may not 


~— haften unto’fuch an Awful rroceedure, Yet 


«jt becomes thofe concerned, ferioufly toCon- 
fider what is their Duty, leaft the Holy 


-. Borp, who Walks in the midft of His Chur- 


— ebes, andis aGOD that will nor be mocked,. 


may teftify. His Difpleafure in ways that 
ate greatly to be trembled at: For, Our 
GOD ys aconfuming Fire «And, He « Ter- 
~...-gible.in His Holy Plates. Silas 


— Inereafe Mather. 


apd. Xim,.. With the Concurrence 


a aT of Others, Minifters. 
SRT Sag of Bofton, 


\ 
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